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carriage of goods by sea. The result of the decision in that
case, however, appears to be that it is so easy for parties to
contract themselves out of the legislative provisions that the
substance of uniformity has given place to the shadow. In any
event a brief account of the movement towards securing unifor-
mity (c) will afford a useful introduction to the statement of
the facts of the case. In the United States of America a federal
statute, commonly known as the Harter Act, was passed in
1893 (d), and this statute was followed by the Australian Sea
Carriage of Goods Act, 1904, the Canadian Water Carriage of
Goods Act, 1910 (e) and the New Zealand Sea Carriage of
Goods Act, 1922 (f). The movement towards uniform leg-
islation was temporarily superseded, however, by a movement in
favour of the preparation of a code of rules defining the rights
and liabilities of a carrier of goods by sea which might be vol-
untarily incorporated in bills of lading (g) and at a meeting of
the International Law Association held at the Hague a code of
rules known as the Hague Rules, 1921, was appro'ved (h).
Ultimately the project for uniform legislation was revived and
the Hague Rules were used as a basis, as explained in the recitals
prefixed to the Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, 1924 (United
Kingdom), as follows:

Whereas at the International Conference on Maritime Law held
at Brussels in October, 1922, the delegates at the Conference, in-
cluding the delegates representing His Maj sty, agreed unanimously
to recommend their respective Governments to adopt as the basis
of a convention a draft convention for the unification of certain
rules relating to bills of lading:

And whereas at a meeting held at Brussels in October, 1923, the
rules contained in the said draft convention were amended by the
Committee appointed by the said Conference:

(c)   See Scrutton, op. oft., pp. 468 ff., 560 ff., 569 ff.

(d)   The text of the Harter Act was reprinted in appendix v to
Scrutton, in several editions before the 14th (1939).

(e)  Re-enacted in R.S.C. 1927, c. 207.   The general scheme of the
statute and the construction of certain sections are considered in
Paterson Steamships v.   Canadian Co-operative  Wheat Producers,
[1934] A.C. 538; cf. Northumbrian Shipping Co. v. E. Timm & Co.,
[1939] A.C. 397.

(/) The text of these statutes is reprinted in appendix vi to
Scrutton, op. tit. in several editions prior to the 14th (1939). The
text of the New Zealand statute, still unrepealed, is also reprinted
in appendix vi to the 14th edition.

(gr) In the same way the York-Antwerp Rules of General Average,
1890, had been prepared with the view to their voluntary adoption.

(h) As to the Hague Rules, see the Report of the Thirtieth Con-
ference of the International Law Association held at the Hague
(1921), vol. 2, passim.